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Introduced by Council Member R. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Member K. Brown:



RESOLUTION 2017-675-W
A resolution urging the ADMINISTRATION TO TERMINATE the SERVICES CONTRACT WITH ACCION EAST INC. FOR CONSULTANT SERVICES FOR MANAGEMENT OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE ACCESS TO CAPITAL PROGRAM; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


Whereas, the City of Jacksonville (the “City”) has created an Access to Capital Program devised to assist small businesses in gaining access to capital by working with participating lending institutions and creating a pool of funding to assist small businesses and Jacksonville Small and Emerging Businesses (JSEBs); and 


Whereas, the City recently sought a management entity to manage and distribute the funds in accordance with guidelines adopted by the lenders and approved by the City; and


WHEREAS, Accion East, Inc. was selected by the City  pursuant to Request For Proposal Number P-18-16 to provide management services to the Access to Capital Program; and 
Whereas, Ordinance 2016-486-E appropriated $979,380.20 in City funding for the Access to Capital Program for the purpose of funding the Access to Capital Program, of which $150,000 was reserved for administrative fees for Accion East, Inc.; and 

Whereas on May 3, 2017, the City entered into a services contract with Accion East, Inc. for Consultant Services for Management of the City of Jacksonville Access to Capital Program; and


WHEREAS, since the initiation of the services contract, while several applications are said to be pending, only one application has been processed by Accion East, Inc., and that application was denied; and 

WHEREAS, to date no loans to JSEBs and small businesses have been provided under the program and the services contract; and  

WHEREAS, it is an official policy of the City of Jacksonville to encourage the maximum participation of JSEBs in its contract awards based upon availability; and 

WHEREAS, the data provided in the monthly loan reports suggests that the policy of maximum participation is not achieved through the services contract with Accion East, Inc. and the City Council believes it is in the best interest of the City to terminate the services contract; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

 The City Council of the City of Jacksonville does hereby urge the Administration to terminate the services contract with Accion East, Inc. and to rebid the Access to Capital Program Management Services contract to an entity with a proven track record of assisting Jacksonville Small and Emerging Businesses and other small businesses in accessing small business loans.
Section 2. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  __/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston 
Office of General Counsel
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